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University introduces online campus newsletter
Robin Phelps
Staff writer
For many students, checking Murray State
webmail used to involve deleting several
unwanted campus-wide e· mails, but with the
University's new online newsletter, students
no longer have to purge cumbersome messages.
"This new communication vehicle is the
result of a challenge for our campus community to develop a way to share timely information
about upcoming events. achievements and
activities at (Murray State) in a concise wayeliminating the sometimes multiple daily 'all
user announcements that fill our e-mail inbox-

es,' University President Randy Dunn said in
the inaugural campus edition of the Roundabout Murray e-newsletter.
Before Oct.ll, Rebecca Watts, deputy to the
President, said students received e-mails about
student and faculty recognitions, events and
changes in procedure.
"Within the different administrative areas
the vice presidents used to send all-campus emails and they were able to forward them onto
information systems," Watts said. ·
The problem, Watts said, was that students
were so bombarded with campus-wide e-mails
that they disregarded them.
"We know that people delete them automatically," Watts sa.id. And we've gotten a lot of

complaints from people. So in September a
proposal was made to combine aU of those
(emails) into one transportation vehicle. We're
trying to make a more timely relevant, organized manner of informing students."
Students logging into webmail can breath a
sigh of relief knowing their inboxes haven't
accumulated 10 messages within the past day.
They can rest assured that a campus-wide eman will be sent regarding serious matters or
during critical situations.
"The all-campus e-mail still exists and will
only be used for emergency,'' Watts said.
Barkley Carr, senior from Paducah, Ky. said
the idea of a campus e-newsletter is one he
advocates. though he said he said he did not

oppose the campus-wide e·mails.
"Personally,' I don't have a problem with it,
but it's like junk mail since it's not directed
toward me." Carr said.
"It's kind of annoying unless it's important
information. And for some reason, if there is
important information it doesn't get to your email."
In the past, Murray State students would
come across a variety of campus-wide e-mails,
but Barkley said those e-mails did not concern
him.
"Institutional advancement and power outages, I'm like 'what'? For that stuff they should

see EMAil, 3A

Kennedy scheduled for University's presidential lecture series
Robert f. Kennedy. Jr.
·scheduled to speak
at Murray State on
Feb. 28, 2008.
·Kennedy serves as
an attorney, profes·
sor and environmen·
talist.
·He spoke at Murray
State mthe early
1990s.
Benazlr Bhutto
·Spoke at Murray
State during the
spring semester.
·Bhutto is the former
Prime Minister of
Pakistan.
·She was expelled
from Pakistan In 1997,
but returned Thursday amid violence.
Photos court<'Sy of googlefmagcs.com

Emily Wudmer
News Editor

The Presidential t;ecturer Cor t1Ua ic:bool year Will
be Robert Keanedy, Jr. accordiaa to Uaiftnlty President Randy Dunn. Kennedy will speak Feb. 28.
Former University President F. King Alexander
began the series In 2005 to .highlight accomplishments by world and national leaders. The President's
office and Student Government Association sponsor
the lecturer, SGA Coordinator Jeanie Morgan said.
Criteria for selecting a speaker include being a president of a country or a Nobel Peace Prize winner.
Past speakers include Nobel Prize winner and former President of South Africa F.W. de Klerk. Nobel
Prize winner and former president of Poland Lech
Walesa and former prime minister of Pakistan
Benazir Bhutto.
· Previously. the lecture series was focused on
international speakers but this year Dunn wants to
include national speakers in the program.
"I kind of wanted to change the focus of the lecture
some, not to be limited solely to international speakers, but rather to look at a variety of themes,• Dunn
said. "If a certain theme was best served by having an
,international speaker, then that was fine, but there
may be other themes that could be well addressed

lech Walesa
and articulated by others who maybe weren•t interIWidoMl spePen but certaiDly nationally prominent.
·Walesa spoke at
Dunn :Said officials selected Kennedy because of Murray State in the
bia service lanliD& aad dvic ...,....,.., work.
spring of 2006.
AvailabUity aDd price alto play into selecting a s~ak ·Walesa served as the
er.

president of the

"Some of it 1s the availability of given speakers,
republic of Poland
too," Dunn said. ..We may have one name we're
from 1990·1995.
thinking of for a given time, but then you can't get the
penon or they're too expensive. So it's really trying ·He was awarded the
to jugle aU of those things in co!Jling up with a Nobel Peace Prize in
name.•
1983.
Current events also play a role in the selection,
Dunn said. Officla1s are looking a couple of years in
advance to see what events might be taking place
F.W. de KJelt
throughout the country and which speakers they
•de
Klerk
spoke at
could book. Dunn said Bhutto's visit was timely.
Murray
State
in the
"All of our students were bearing about her plans
spring
of
2005.
w hen she was here in February and now we see it
happening in the international press and on CNN,'' ·He served as presi·
Dunn said. "I feel pretty confident that we will see dent of South Africa
this with Bobby Kennedy too. He's been more in the
from 1989·1994.
pre,.ss about these issues ·- and I think we are going to ·de Klerk brought the
continue to see that more over time. I think we're apartheid system of
going to have another speaker who's on the cusp of racial discrimination

see I.ECTIIE, 3A

to an end.

University proposed medical school program Optional retirement plan
Alaina Zanin
Assistant News Editor
Universit}' President Randy Dunn is at
the helm of the initiation of a new medical school program at Murray State,
which would be instated within two
years.
Dunn said this program's init iativc is
to bring more medical students back to
Weste~n Kentucky in hopes that the program will combat the medical professional shortage in the region.
"We're really excited about the possibility for what it does for Murray State
and our students," Dunn said. "We see it
as a great way to work on providing service to our region. That outreach is what
I keep talking about and this would have
the potential to provide doctors for far
west Kentucky. "
Now pre-med majors at Murray State
have to finish their degrees elsewhere,
most commonly through the University
of Kentucky. The new
proposal
would
expand UK's College of Medicine
to
Murray
State

and Morehead University.
University of Kentucky President Lee
Todd Jr. said the plan is to gradually
increase the class size from 100 students
to 130 students, according to a press
release from the University of Kentucky.
"We have a critical need in this state
for more physicians. particularly in rural
areas and in primary care and family
practice, as well as medical and surgical
specialties," Todd said. "That means
increasing the number of medical graduates and helping place them in areas of
need."
Future medical students would spend
their first two years of medical school in
Lexington.
Then,
third and fourth year
s tudents
could attend
Morehead

100ks to change Wit.hbill

ray State if they wished.
Natasba Bridgeman, freshman from
Gilbertsvile, Ky., is a pre-med student.
Emlly Wuchner
She said she probably would not want to
News Editor
participate in the new program because
she feels she could learn more elsewhere.
This article is second in a
"I wouldn't want to come back here for
four-part series on higher
my residency because the quality of the
education retirement in Kenhospitals in this area aren't that good,"
tucky.
she said. "It would be a great program if
the hospitals were better. Other students
Jay Morgan knows if somemight come back, but it's not for me."
thing is the right thing to do,
Even though some students may not ' he might have to fight for it.
take advantage of the Murray State flagSo when he knew there
ship medical program, others agree
needed to be a change made
expanding the program gives students
to the Optional Retirement
more options.
Plan. be was ready for battle.
Eli Faughn, freshman from Benton, Ky.,
"When something is the
said she chose Murray State
right thing to do, then you feel
because of its pre-med pro·
an obligation to push it,'' Morgram and had planned to
gan said. ''I'm going to push it
finish her degree at UK or
until they slap me and tell me
the
University
of
to shut up."
Louisville, but said she
Morgan was appointed to
will consider Murray
the
Kentucky
Teachers
State.
Retirement System board
MI would come
about a year and a half ago
back
here
and immediately began workbecause this is
ing to make a fixed rate of
where I grew
employee funds contributed
up," Faughn said, "I
to KTRS.
Think that there are a
"If you chose the ORP, you
lot of good job opportunistill have to pay a percentage
ties in Western Kentucky, 1 to KTRS and that has fluctuatespecially in Paducah and Mured over the years from a low
of about 3 percent to a high of
about 9.43 percent," Morgan
said.
"So what happens is as
be
the rate gets higher, the more

Medical Schools in Kentucky ;i~Ef:~:~..:~
..

aa ..,

you pay to KTRS, the less that
goes into your personal ORP
account.•
That's when Morgan and
the board began working on
House Bill 461, which would
lower the fixed rate to 5.1 percent. Now. the rate is 9.43 percent.
"The reason we settled on
5.1 percent is that's what actuaries told us that we could do
and also that's what the surrounding states are doing, n
Morgan said. "So we kind of
tried to get what the average
was with surrounding states."
The bill is sponsored by
state Rep. Frank Rasche, 0Paducah. It was passed 99-0
in the house last spring. The
Senate took no action.
Now Morgan and the board
are redrafting the bill to lower
the rate with hopes to introduce it again to lawmakers in
Frankfort in January.
"I'm optimistic that we can
get this through," Morgan
said. "It's just taking a little
longer than we thought. This
will put more money in facul~
ty member's retirement
accounts and it should go to
their retirement."

·I

see lmiEMEIT, 3A

'1

....

Za

News Editor: Emilr Wuchner
Assistant News Editor: Alaina Zanin
Phone: 809-4468

campus briefly

This week
Today
•8 a.m. CLEP Testing; Ordway Hall Room
101; register in the Counseling and Testing
Center in Ordway Hall
•3 p.m. Women's soccer vs. Southeast
Missouri University; Cutchin Field, free
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "Lonestar"; Curris Center Theater, free

Saturday
•6 p.m. Dan Seaborne and Brad Steine;
Lovett Auditorium; evangelical motivational speaker and comedian, $20 at the
door, $1250 for advance tickets; for more
information go to ticketmaster.com
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "Lanestar"; Curris Center Theater, free

Sunday
•1 p.m. Women's soccer vs. Eastern lllinois University; Cutchin Field, free
•5 p.m. Dinner sponsored by the Newman
House; Mattingly Hall across from Newman house, free

Monday
•6 p.m. Home-cooked meals provided by
church groups; Wesley Foundation, free
•6:30 p.m. Darby Dickerson; Curris Center Ballroom; cyberspace safety discussion; topics include Facebook. MySpace
and cyberbullying, free

Tuesday

Police Beat -~~:::::=-----

Wednesday

Thursday
.

Oct.l6

oct.n

•9 a.m. Ag Safety Days; Expo Center; contact Cindy Cossey at (270) 767..0491 for
more information
•S p.m. Campus Activities Board meeting;
Curris Center Tennessee Room; open to
the public
•6:30 p.m. Darby Dickerson; Curris Center Ballroom; cyberspace safety dicussion;
topics include Facebook, MySpace and
cyberbullying, free

•9 a.m. Ag Safety Days; Expo Center; contact Cindy Cossey at (270) 767-0491 for
more information
•1 p.m. "Crazy in Love" exhibit; Wrather
Museum; a look into an abusive relationship; open untill 5 p.m., free
•5 p.m. Student Government Senate meeting; Curris Center Barkley Room; students m~ share issues; open to the public
•5:30 p.m. Dinner; Newman house, free
•6 p.m. Restaurant tour; meet at the Wesley Foundation across from White College; carpool to local restaurants; open to
the public, $10
•
•7 p.m. Christ Ambassadors, Weekly
Word and Worship; Curris Center Theater

1

1'08 a.m. A caller from White College reported a possibly suicidal
person who left the residential
college. The person was located
and told an officer they were not
going to harm themselves.
6:38 p.m. Two men at Public Safety reported being threatened. An
officer took a report for terroristic threatening in the third degree.
U:S2 p.m. Murray State Police
gave a verbal warning to a driver
who was driving down the middle
of 15th Street.
l1:S7 p.m. An officer reported a
large group in front of Hester College making excessive noise. An
officer told the group to keep the
noise level down.

Oct.l2

12:26 a.m. A person in front of
Elizabeth College reported they
were possibly having an allerbric
reaction to something they bad
eaten. The person was transported to the emergency room by a
friend.
! 1:-4.3 a.m. An officer reported an
excessive amount of five-gallon
j buckets near the round-about.
1 The officer told Central Plant to
pick thein up.
a.m. An officer reported barI 4:06
ricades set up in the middle of
Olive Boulevard Central Plant
I was not aware of barricades that
were supposed to be in the area.
1 An officer moved the barricades.

•8:30 a.m. "Crazy in Love" exhibit;
Wrather Museum; a look into an abusive
relationship; open untill S p.m., free
•S p.m. Leadership Workshop Series; Curris Center Mississippi Room; program and
event planning; call 809-6953 for more
1
information
•6:30 p.m. "The Art of Belly Dancing";
from Winslow
dance studio in the Fine Arts building; $3
Dining Hall reported a person
students, $5 nonstudents; call 809-3140 to
having trouble breathing. An offireserve a spot
cer
reported the person didn't
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "Chilneed
Emergency Medical Serdren of Men"; Curris Center Theater, free
r
•7:30 p.m. Wayne Miller; Clara M. Eagle i vices. The person said they would
stay with friends for the night.
Gallery; poetry reading, free
I 3:56 p.m. An officer found a per' son lying on the ground in the
9 p.m. Oct 31: Rocky Horror
Roy Stewart stadium parking lot
The officer reported the person
Picture Show; Currls Center Theater; sponsored
appeared normal.
by the Student Government Assoclalton, free
4:10 p.m. A caller from north
Hwy. 641 reported a motor vehiI cle accident. The drivers involved
' pulled into Captain D's parking
lot. The Murray Police Depart·
r ment was notified.
8:03 p.m. The residence director
of Franklin College reported a
I strong sme ll of propane or natural gas on the second floor. The

[2sC= !~uer

,.

Coming Up:

.•

•1 p.m. Women's volleyball vs Tennessee
Martin; Racer Arena, free

{1,
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1&.27 p.m. A restdent adviser at White Colreported a vehicle in the parking 1<»t
with the doors open. No one was around the
vehicle. The owner was contacted and said
they forgot to dose the doors.
Murra)' fire Department was
notiticd. Hurncd food caused the
smelL An officer took a rcporl.

Oct.l4
2:51 a.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to James L John·
son, nonstudt>nt from Paducah,
Ky.. for failure to dim headlights,
driving on a suspended license
and no proof of insurance.
6:30 p.m. A caller from the wellness center reported a person
who may have gotten over-heated
in the hot tub. Emergency Medical Services were notified. The
person refused transport to the
hospital. An officer took a report.
10:31 p.m. A caller from White
College accidentally dialed 911.
The caller was trying to call
:mother number.

Oct. IS
8:24 a.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Eric T. Courtney, nonstudent from Fancy
Farm. Ky., for speeding in front of
Regents Collegc.
9:04 a.m. A person from College
Courts reported a stolen bike. An
officer took a report for theft less
than $300.
10:47 am. Murray State Police
issued a summons to Justin
Crowe, freshman from Murray,
Ky., for forgery of a Murray State
parking decal.
7:01 p.m. The Hart College fire
alarm was activated. Smoke com·
ing from burned food in the sccond·flnor kitchen set off the
alarm. The Murray Fire Depart·
ment ventilated the area. Central
Plant were notified. An officer
took a report.

Oct. l6

12:02 a.m. The residence director
at Franklin College reported a
strong smell of marijuana near the
cast exit door. The odor had dissipated upon officer arrival. An
officer took a report.
1:34 a.m. A security guard nt

Springer College requested an
officer talk with students regarding harassment. An officer spoke
with the students.
5:17 p.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Nawaf M.
Alresheed, nonstudent from Murra}', Ky., for driving without a
license and ft~ilure to wear a seatbelt.

Oct. l7

1:40 am. A caller from Hester
College repurted a man physically
assaulting a woman. An officer
took a report for assault in the
fourth degree.
2:35p.m. A caller from on campus
reported identity theft possibly
from using Murray State computers. Caller reported they would
bring documentation to Public
Safety.
7:20 p.m. A caller from Waterfield Library requested an officer
to check on a possibly intoxicated
person in the main-floor men's
restroom. Murray State Police
arrested Jay V. Smith, nonstudent
from Murray, Ky., for alcohol
intoxication.
9:48p.m. A resident adviser from
Old Clark College reported a utility line down in the t•cnter of the
parking l()L An officer reported
that it appeared to be a telephone
line. The line was secured by
Central Plant.
10:26 p.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Brain C.
White, junior from Murray Ky.,
for driving on a suspended
license.
10:40 p.m. A caller from Hester
College reported a person looking
in the window of the lobby office.
The person was gone upon officer's arrival.
Motorist assists- 0
Racer escorts- 6
Arrests- I

Emily ·wuchner and Ala ina Zanin
compile Police Beat with materials
Public Safety provides. All dispatched calls are not listed.
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RETIREMENT
From Pagel
Morgan said before making the changes he and 't he board had
to make sure things were financially and fiscally sound. Attorneys, accountants and actuaries also lookt!d at the proposed
changes before concluding on the 5.1 percent rate.
"l think the 5J percent is fair because it's similar to what is
around us," Morgan said. "It's not perfect but 1 think it is something we could probably Uve with."
Associate Vice President of Human Resources Joyce Gordon
supports the change but said there is also an other side.
''The flip side of that is...we have to be concerned with KTRS."
Gordon said. "They cover health insurance for any employee
that retires and has met the criteria. That's effecting f...'TRS .
There's kind of a direct tie to why they need a larger portion of
that 13.84 to their medical program. If you think about it, it's not
surprising. They're insuring thousands of retirement-age indi-

viduals."
The background
Faculty and p rofessional staff hired before July 1, 1996 an~
under the KTRS retirement plan. Those hired after the date have
the option of selecting ORI'. Only those hired in an otherwic;e
K'l'RS position may chose ORP.
Within the ORP. people may chose TIAA Cref, Valic or lNG.
Godon said all three companies were established so if an
employee decided to work at a different university, the person
could usc the same company at a different inst itution.
Gordon said the University has to pay <1 certain percentage to
KTRS so the person can chose the ORP.
Thefutur~

Gordon said retirement plans don't change often and that both
KTRS and KERS have been in place for a long time.

EMAIL

LECTURE

From Pagel

From Pagel

have a Web site you can just check when you want,"
Carr said.
This sentiment is not only felt by students, but faculty as they sift through their webmail.
"When it was separate e-mails it really cluttered
your (inbox) and it was time consuming," Wyatt
Alverson, lecturer for the department of mathematics and statistics said. "The new way is more effective with getting information out and it's not using up
University resources or our time checking them."
Students continue to check their e-mail to remain
updated, but with the new changes and institution of

the campus edition e·newslettcr, opening a campuswide e-mail will be an infrequent occurrence.
"As long as they don't overdo it and use it only for
cmc_rgencies, students arc not going to delete it,
because it will be such a rare thing," Alverson said.
The campus edition e· newsletters be sent to students, faculty "and staff biweekly and will include
information sent to roundabout@murraystate.edu or
via campus mail to Tony Powell at 100 Genernl Services Huilding.
Robin
Phelps
can
be
reached
at
robinj.phelps@murraystate.cdu

J

I

I
l

"Those don't change that much," she said. "The biggest
change in the retire ment system in the state of Kentucky was ...
when we established the ORP and I would say that is the biggest :
change we have made in a while. That has been stable since
1996."
~·
Gordon doesn't forsee any major changes for the future, other ',l
than the possible implementation of House Bill 461.
Jay Morgan said occasionally the wording is changed slightly •
every few years, but the KTRS system docs not change often. \;.
"My feeling is to get the ORP straightened out and make it •
fai rer before we tackle any other wide-spread changes," Morgan ••
said. "I think probably this spring or next spring you might see •~
another little tweak. but I think you'll always se~ those."
~:
Emily Wuchner can be reached at emily. wuchncr@

.·

murrays~te.cdu.

jO

being noticed quite a bit nationally for the work he is doing."
Jeanie Morgan said officials began planning for Kennedy's visit in the spring, almost
immediately after Bhutto's lecture. She said Kennedy gave a lecture at Murray State in : \
the early 1990's and is an attorney, professor and environmentalist. He will speak on ,,.
·J
"Crimes Against Nature."
Morgan said students and faculty can not only attend the lecture, but community ~
members can also participate in the event. In the past officials charged a fee for admit- ·.~
tance, but Morgan said the lecture is free.
"T he first one we charged a minimal fee for admittance, but then we decided that this •
was something that we thought should not have a price tag on it," Morgan said. "This • •
should be something we would give this opportunity to students."
Emily Wuellner can be reached at emily. wuchncr@murraystatc.cdu.
)
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Joe Duncan/The News

Lecture series improves with new speaker
,•

.~

The staff editorial is the majority
opinion of the editorial board of
The Murray State News.
Robert Kennedy Jr. is scheduled
to be the speaker at the Presidential Lecture Series Feb. 28.
Started in 2005 by former. University President F. King Alexander, the series has brought in significant figures like Nooel Prize
winner F.W. de Klerk, former president of Poland Lech Walesa and
former prime minister of Pakistan
Benazir Bhutto.
The already impressive list of

keynote speakers seems to
improve each year with the recent
addition of Kennedy, and the University is making good attempts
to make the series as appealing to
students as possible.
In 2005, the inaugural event in
the series charged admission, but
since then, the lecture series has
been free and open to the general
·public.
Student Government Association coordinator Jeanie Morgan
told The News this week that the
Presidential Lecture Series should

what
do you think...
Is the Presidential lecture Series beneficial to MurrayState's campus?

be an open opportunity for students.
The speakers have all left a significant mark in world culture,
especially Bhutto, who has recently been in the news for her return
her home country of Pakistan.
The University has done its part
to provide a beneficial series of
events for students and the community. Now students need to do
their part to gain what they can
from the series.
University President Randy
Dunn told The News this week

I

0

the University invited Kennedy to
speak because of his contribution
toward service learning and civic
engagement. He is the first Amer~
ican speaker in the series.
Students should fill every seat
in Lovett Auditorium on Feb. 28.
In the past, there has certainly
been room for more in the audience.
Many people will never have the
chance to see speakers like
Kennedy in person. We encourage
every student to take advantage of
what the University is offering.

0

1

0

I haven't been, but I definitely think
they're beneficial because we need to
know what's going on around us."

0

Ryan Weldon • Mayfield, Ky.

I I·

junior

"I haven't had the opportunity to go, but I
feel that they are beneficial to students so
we can see the governmental differences
between our countries."

Dallas Jo Young • Benton. Ky.
senior
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The Murray State News is a designated public forum. Student editors have authority
to make all content decisions without censorship or advance approval. The paper offers
a hands·on learning environment for students interested in journalism. The campus
press should be free from censorship and advance approval of copy and its editors
should develop their editorial and news policies.
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A group of Murray State News staff members·gives its piece on a
group of three questions covering a different topic each week.
This week's topic:

Sfephen Colbert for president
Ashley
Henson

Aaron
Weare

Ashley
Edwards

Clayton
Vertres

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

Assistant College
Life Editor

Staff W riter

"Two words: charisma, baby!"

"Hardly, although he'll make for
interesting debates. Plus be has
his own Ben & Jerry's ice cream:
Americone Dream."

"Absolutely. He is sincere,
driven and a passionate American citizen. He has also never
been married to Bill Clinton."

"Jon Stewart. He's defmitely
more attractive to look at."

"Jon Colbert. It's a combination of
the two, like co&kies 'n cream ice
cream."

"They're both funny, but I'd have
to go with Stewart. He's the
original guy. With him, Colbert
would be a has-been news
anchor."

"Jon Stewart. If he turned
around the Daily Show, I
would be excited to see what
he can do with the nation.''

"Maybe he'll do a random
drawing each week from his
fan base."

"I don't know about Stephen, but
I'd pick Ron Burgundy because
he'd stay classy."

"No. Are you kidding me?"

0

"Fans. Then it really would be
'Colbert Nation.'"

"Steve Carell.''

Climbing trees should be allowed on campus
In My
Opinion

Dan
Runnels
Dan Runnels is a
senior Spanish
major from
Murray.

In the Sept. 16 issue of the Murray State
News, the Call of Fame in the Police Beat
read: "Racer Patrol requested an officer for
four students climbing in trees. They were
told to stay out of the trees." As one of the
four students mentioned, I feel responsible
for speaking out in response to this incident.
Climbing trees has always been an enjoyable pastime for me. As a kid, r spent my
fair share of time hanging from the limbs of
trees in my yard, each time trying to climb
higher than the last time. Now that I am in
college, I believe that it's safe to say 1 spend
more time climbing trees than the average
student.
The police officer who requested that we
refrain from climbing trees was very
friendly, but upon seeing the event mentioned in Police Beat I was immediately
moved to act. I spoke w ith Don Robertson,
vice president for student affairs, and John
Rall, university attorney, about this issue
and received discouraging news from both.
I learned the University doesn't have a
specific policy that prohibits students from
climbing trees. This concerns me for two
reasons: there is ambiguity about whether

or not students are allowed to climb trees,
and the University has no guideline in
place to protect it from lawsuits that might
result from a student injured while climbing a tree.
I started a petition to create a "Climb
MSU Trees at Your Own Risk" policy,
which has over 400 signatures to date from
students and staff, along with a number of
faculty membe11s. Beyond all of this, bowever, I think we have a larger issue at hand.
We live in a technology-driven society
where it is completely acceptable to sit on
a couch all day watching TV, stare blankly
at your computer screen for hours looking
at all of your friends' Facebook proflles or
brainlessly punch buttons on your video
game controller. Rather than engaging in
outdoor recreational activities like climbing trees, it has become the norm to live a
sedentary life void of all physical activity.
Why is it that nobody climbs trees on a university campus? Are we locked in our
rooms 24 hours a day studying for an exam
we don't have for another two weeks or
working on a term paper that we have to
turn in during finals week? I think not.
Our generation has become increasingly

alienated from nature. Technology has
exploded during our Lifetime, and we are
the flrst generation that really bas to wrestle with the idea of living in a world connected primarily by computer chords. The
truth is that our University is nestled nicely in western Kentucky, a region in which
trees are far from becoming an endangered
species.
We all climbed them when we were
young, and we haven't lost the desire to
continue climbing, as evidenced by the
number of signatures on the petition. There
are plenty of trees on campus that could
satisfy the child within each of us. I believe
the best way to secure the right to climb
trees on this campus is to work with the
University to create a policy that allows
students to climb trees at their own risk,
therefore protecting the University from
any danger of being sued.
You can support this cause by signing my
petition or you can take matters into your
own hands by writing an e-mail to Don
Robertson expressing your desire to see
the instatement of a "Climb MSU Trees at
Your Own Risk" policy. Trees were meant
to be climbed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Discrete grades reconsidered
Concerning last week's article in
The Murray State News, non-discrete grading scales are much simpler to calculate, report and record,
but perhaps the issue overall should
not necessarily halt at points of simplicity, tradition or convenience.
The first and most important advantage of discrete grading scales is that
they accurately report student academic performance. Should Murray
State be fully satisfied to report that
a student who earns, say, 89 percent
in a course performed identically to
one who earns, say, 81 percent? 1
don't think so.
Secondly, discrete grading scales
offer additional incentives for students to excel. Students who midway through a semester, for example, learn that even perfect scores
from then on can still earn them no
better than a B must necessarily settle for a B, and they understandably
may not work as hard as they had
previously. Discrete grading scales,
however, designate 89.99 percent to
87.00 percent as a B+, which earns
3.3 grade points compared to just 3.0
grade points for a non-discrete B.
My 13-year experience overall with
discrete grading systems amply
demonstrate that students will

--

almost always work for the B+ when
afforded the opportunity.
Finally, many prestigious graduate
programs assume that applicants
were graded according to a discrete
grad ing scale, thus students who
were not may conceivably find
themselves at a disadvantage.
GPA-wise. Most know that I taught
on the west coast for six years
before coming to Murray State and
that I much prefer Murray State
over any California-based university. But those universities all use discrete grading scales and I think that
offers those students unfair advantages over Murray State students, at
least in this one narrow regard. I'd
like to see that change.
Jim LaValle
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Murray, Ky.

Jena 6 is about race over justice
In his weekly opinion column,
self-proclaimed shock-jock columnist Jim Burch wrote on the march in
Jena, La. His title. "Jena 6 should be
about justice, not r ace," largely contradicted the rest of his article, as be
begins the piece by watching "thousands of black protesters march
across the streets," which only

emphasizes the re levance of race in
this tragic case of injustice.
In the rest of the article, Burch
constantly refers to his own race and
the race of the Jena 6. If this issue is
not about race, then why does Burch
constantly mention it? Burch himself comes to represent the anxiety
of white privilege when the issue of
race is raised. He would rather talk
about justice, but how can a black
individual receive justice when he is
tried within a racist system.
I must mention my participation
in the Jena 6 march before I proc.eed
any longer. My girlfriend and I left
at 10:30 p.m. the night before the
march and arrived in Jena when the
march began. Our vehicle was
dwarfed by the hundreds of chartered buses that constantly entered
the smaU town. As tens of thousands
of black protesters confidently stood
in front of the courthouse, 1 could
see signs that read, "Jim Crowe still
lives in Jena, La."
I was completely aware of my race
at that moment and so were the
black protesters who have always
had to be aware of it within a white
society. Our voices, however, assimilated into a chant - Free Mychal
Bell. And in that moment I could not
have even told you my name.

Returning from the march, I
watched the media's coverage of the
histor ic event. The cameras panned
from the helicopters where the
marchers came to resemble dots on
a map. The powerful chants l
remembered were replaced by the
media's commentary. This was followed with the news of two teenage
boys who hung two nooses from
their truck after the march. They
were arrested but this still painfully
demonstrates the racist tension
active in our country.
The media failed at constructing
the powerful experience I felt that
day of the march. This disappointment extends to Burch's article, who
could have contacted me. I gave my
contact information to the Murray
State News understanding that it
was wr iting a piece on the march.
Burch, arrogantly proclaiming himself as a shock-jock columnist, is not
suitable to comment on such a serious topic. His opinion column
remains outside a responsibly
informed discourse. Race was the
issue in the case of Jena 6, whether
Burch denies it or not.
Blake Stricklin
Senior
Greenfield, Tenn.
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Write to us
The Murray State News welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor~ Letters should be 300 words or less. Contributors should include phone numbers for verification. Please include hometown. classification and title or relationship to the
University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State News reserves the right to edit tor style, length
and content. All contributions should be turned in before Wednesday of each week via e-mail or thenews.org.

according
to jim ...
My favorite American
League baseball team
Since my childhood, l
was raised to love
three teams - the St.
Louis Cardinals, Rams
and Blues.
Of course, I never got
to be a good Rams fan
until middle school,
since they were in Los
Angeles for most of
their franchise history.
But nevertheless,
these teams have given
me some great memories throughout my
Jim
life.
Burch
I got to see Curtis
Joseph, Brett Hull and
Brendan Shanahan tear up the ice in the
early 1990s, watch Ozzie Smith do a back
flip on opening day, bear the late Jack
Buck say, "Is it enough?'' as Mark MeGwire just barely hit No. 62 over the fence
and witness the Rams win the Super bowl
by merely one yard.
Oh, don't forget the 2006 World Series,
which I attended for game three.
Those three teams bave given me hundreds of great sports memories and left
little to no gaps that I can recall But now
I'm looking to add another team to the
r oster.
I played fantasy baseball for the first
time this year, and it's surprising how it
really forces you to become a bigger fan
of the actual sport of baseball more than
your own team. There'd be days where I
was pitching Ted Lilly on my roster and,
although I would never root for the Cubs,
I would feel better when he brought me
some points.
Major League Baseball is a unique professional league because, unlike other
sports, the separate leagues hardly play
each other. They even have different
rules.
Therefore, I think it's time to step out
of the National League and pick my
favorite American League team. Let's
examine our options.
First, I'll rule out the two teams I could
never love- the New York Yankees, who
are loved by Satan, and the Boston Red
Sox, who are quintessentially the Yankees of the 21st century.
I don't want to be a bandwagon jumper
and start loving the Cleveland Indians,
but 1 don't want to pick a team that is horrible either. This rules o ut clubs like the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays and the Kansas
City Royals.
T he new love of my life has to be a
team that doesn't necessarily always have
a great record, but has something consistently great about them, like great players, fan base or history.
So, I've got this narrowed down to
three teams - the Oakland Athletics, the
Los Angeles should-be-Anaheim Angels
and the Chicago White Sox.
T he Athletics are known for giving
great players the start to their careers,
like Mark McGwire, Jose Canseco and
Rickey Henderson. T hey're also the
cross-league rival of another team I dislike - the San Francisco Giants. Most of
that dislike is for Barry Bonds, however, I
like them a little more now that he's gone.
The Angels, less historic than their
neighbors the Los Angeles Dodgers, have
some fan favorites on their roster, like
Vladimir Guerrero and they have one of
the coolest-looking parks in Major
League Baseball.
The Chicago White Sox would be a
good pick for several reasons. The most
obvious is history. Dating back to the
Black Sox scandal, the White Sox have
their share of both good history and bad.
Despite winning the World Series in
2005, they bad rwo dissappointing seasons to follow. So, they are not the best
team, but not the worst either.
The second reason is location. Since I
live in the lllinois side of St. Louis, picking an Illinois team would be a suitable
choice for a second favorite.
But the last reason is the best - like the
Cardinals, the White Sox hate the Cubs
and are more successful than them as
well.
So, if you haven't guessed already, my
new favorite American League team will
be the Chicago White Sox.
The power trio of positives that the Sox
have to offer makes this one an easy decision. I'll never root for these guys more
than my beloved Cardinals, but every
now and then you might catch me and a
brand new Chicago White Sox hat.

Jim B!lrch is che opinion editor for The
Murray State News. H e can be reached at
james.burch@murraystate.edu.
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Academic team competes, takes top honors
Jodi Keen
Contributing writer
Forget violence, evasive maneu·
vers and army special forces. All
Murray State's "A-Team" needs is
dedication, sharp knowledge and
quick reflexes.
They have paid off- the academic team has landed top-three fmish·
es in this year's first two tournaments.
"We're doing pretty well so far
this year," junior Alana Seaborg,
from Las Vegas, Nev., said.
Last weekend the team participat- .
ed in the Kentucky Collegiate Quick·
Recall League competition, hosted
by Ohio University Southern. The
tournament featured play from the
home team, Jefferson and Hender·
son Community colleges. and
Georgetown College with the latter
taking the top prize. Murray State's

Arou~d

Division I team took third place.
The members of the team. which
has been on campus since 1986, are
divided into a Division II team of
freshmen and sophomores and a
Division I team of juniors and
seniors in accordance to the
KCQRL rulebook.
"Freshmen and sophomores can,
however, be in Division I," Academic Team Vice President Aaron Carpenter, (senior or graduate student)
from Paducah. Ky., said. "Upperclassmen can't be in Division ll,
though - you can play up, but you
can't play down."
During a competition, Carpenter
said questions pertaining to topics
from ancient history to popular
music are asked to two teams. One
of each team's four members then
buzzes in with an answer, with
incorrect answers deducting a point
from that team's score.

Campus

Center holds domestic violence program
The Women's Center will hold "Crazy in Love" to investigate
a couple's movement into an abusive relationship. Students, faculty, staff and community members will look at the relationship
hands-on and see clues that make tb'e abuse apparent.
The program will be from! p.m. to S p.m. Wednesday, 8:30a.m.
to S p.m. Thursday and 8 a.m. to noon Friday in Wrather Museum.
For more information contact the Women's Center at 809·3140
or womenscenter@murraystate.cdu.

Campus group requests volunteers
The campus Connection Volunteer Center is requesting volunteers to work at the American Red Cross from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday. Needline
needs help from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. Angels Attic
needs two volunteers Saturday. For information, call 809-3824 or
809-6117 or see the American Humanics in Carr Health Room lOS.

Poet makes trip to speak during series
Wayne Miller will speak in Murray State's Reading Series at
7:30 p.m. Thursday in the Clara M. Eagle Art Gallery.
Miller wrote the collection of poems "Only the Senses Sleep,"
which won the 2007 William Rockhill Nelson Award, and a chap·
book "What Night says to the Empty Boat." He has received
numerous awards and teaches at the University of Central Missouri.
The series is sponsored by The Wylder Center for the Literary
Arts, the department of English and philosophy, the college of
humanities and fme arts and WKMS.
The event is free and a reception and book signing will follow.

and since acquiring new coach
Wesley Calvert, assistant profes·
sor of mathematics and statistics.
The team will also host its annual
intramural residential college tournament in the spring. which Richmond College won last year.
Students interested in joining this
particular A-Team need not run out
and train with Mr. T.
"The only requirement for Acauc·
mic Team membership is that you
have the time and dedication to
make it to tournaments," Carpenter
said.
"We need new freshman and
sophomore recruits, because more
of us are older and we don't have
enough people for a Division II
team," Seaborg said.
The team meets at 4 p.m. on
Mondays in Faculty Hall Room 303.
Jodi Keen can be reached at
jodi.keen@murraystate.edu

A correct answer warrants a
bonus question for only that team,
which then has 10 seconds to
respond.
. Carpenter said in this case, division separation could be very bene·
ficial, especially for new team members.
"I think that this is definitely a
benefit to competition," he said.
"Having two divisions allows more
people to have more time at the
buzzer. It also prevents newer players from being overwhelmed by seasoned competitors, who generally
have a better sense of what sort of
information the questions look for,
and thus are faster on the buzzer."
As for the team's year long plans,
Carpenter said the team is preparing for four more inter-university
tournaments.
One tournament will be hosted by
Murray State, its fust in two years

Final Standings
Divisiott I
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Students work in summer camp
April Whitten

"The purpose of the campus is to encourage and teach
self-management of diabetes and to provide the
campers an amazing campus experience where they
can be themselves and have fun."
-Stacy Vogel

Staff writer
M any Murray State stu·
dents bold a summer job, but
some students choose jobs
that had an impact on lives
other than their own.
Stacy Vogel, a senior from
Cape
Girardeau,
Mo.,
worked at Camp Hamwi, a
juvenile d iabetes camp located a few miles from Danville,
Ohio.
Vogel said childr en with
diabetes attend the camp and
are allowed to bring a friend
who may or may not have
diabetes.
"The purpose of the camp
is to encourage and teach
self-management of diabetes
and to provide the campers
an amazing camp experience
where they can be themselves, have fun·and feel normal," Vogel said.
Vogel said she worked on
staff as one of the dietetic
students. She was one of several other nursing and dietet-

senior from Cape Girardeau, Mo.
ic students who were chosen
through an application and
interview process. Vogel
said the dietetic students
helped the children manage
t heir meals and portions.
"I assisted in the kitchen
with preparation of meals
and snacks. serving meals
and snacks and cleaning up
and doing d ishes," Vogel
said. "I also was under the
d ietitian
doing clinical
work."
She also said she was on
night round duty.
"This means I went around
to each cabin with a doctor
and two nurses to check
every camper's blood sugar
at mid-night," Vogel said. "If

the camper was low, I would
give them, juice, milk or a
half a sandwich or peanut
butter and crackers."
Vogel said she loves working at camps and thought this
camp would be a great experience because it is directly
related to her field of study.
"My favorite part of camp
was learning about diabetes
in a very practical way, get·
ting to know some of the
campers and seeing them
have a blast doing activities
they normally don't get a
chance to do," Vogel said.
Casey Coffman, a sophomore from St. Louis, Mo.,
worked at
Southwoods
Camp in Paradox, Ny.

Coffman said the camp
offers four weeks of activities designed to challenge
the children and help them
grow as individuals.
Coffman said she had to go •
through a process to be
selected to work at this
camp.
"The owner of the camp is
a graduate of Murray (State)
· so he likes to get students
from here," Coffman said.
"We go through a week long
interview pwcess and have
to fill out many forms and
get several rccommenda·
tiOiu;."
Once chosen, Coffman
said she worked a cabin specialist. She said it was one of
the best things she has ever
done.
"I love meeting people
from all over and watching
the kids conquer things they
never thought they could
do."
April Whitten can be
reached at april.whitten@
murraystate.edu
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CONSTRUCTION PLANS

University buys new Dunker

Pikes purchase land for new house
Robin Phelps
Staff writer
The Pi Kappa Alpha house
on the corner of 16th and
Main Street, just outside Murray State's campus limits, may
soon be getting a major
facelift as plans for a new fraternity house are underway.
"The idea is to clear out the
old house and use the property from the barbershop to
build from there," Kyle Erwin,
Pi Kappa Alpha president and
junior from Murray, said.
Though Erwin said the features of the new house have
not yet been determined a
fundraiser to earn money for
the construction of the house
has been agreed upon.
"Pennington specializes in
raising money for sorority

and fratentity houses," Erwin
said.
With a 12 to 16-month long
plan for fundraising, Erwin
said Pennington & Company
along with the brothers of Pi
Kappa Alpha are making
plans for the new house.
"The chapter is working
hard to keep good standard at
the University to gain new
members in the future,"
Erwin said.
Erwin said he not ,only
looks forward to the me.mber
growth the new house would
allow, but said be also felt Pi
Kappa Alpha could benefit
from an addition to the new
house.
"I would personally like to
see us have a library so the
fraternity can keep up with
their studies ... it would be the

biggest aid in the house,"
Erwin said.
Ross Smith, junior from
Hopkinsville, Ky., said he also
thinks a new Pike house will
benefit the fraternity as a
whole.
"Maybe something like a
theater room with stadium
seating for watching movies
and bonding time instead of
partying aU night," Smith
said. "Or a large meeting
room ... because it would get
more people to come out."
Whether the new Pike
house contains a new theater
room, library or meeting area,
Smith said no additions to the
new house would be made
until building begins.
"We can't do anything until
May for the barbershop until
the lease runs out," Smith

Clayton Vemees
Staff writer
Kyle McClure, Murray State athletic department's marketing
and promotions coordinator, said the need for a new Dunker
came from the aged conditions of the old one.
The decision on the new Dunker came after a long process of
McClure and Marteze Hammonds, Murray State's interim head
cheerleading coach, looking at different designs for the new
mascot.
"The old costume was old and raggedy," McClure said. "We
were looking for an athletic, muscular-looking horse."
McClure said he and the rest of the athletic department
believe students will appreciate the new Dunker costume.
"We spent a lot of time and effort going through designs and
companies," McClure said. "The new costume bas real horse
hair and muscles built into the suit."
The new costume was first revealed at Murray State's football
game against the University of Louisville. Students seemed to
have had a positive reaction toward the new Dunker, McClure
said.
Hammonds said students believe the new Dunker is an
improvement from the older one and remark on the costume's
more athletic look.
"A lot the students like how animated the new Dunker is,"
Hammonds said. "People like how the new mascot looks more
like an actual character."
"Some little kids are nervous around him, but some are just
nervous around mascots," McClure said. "But I think on the
whole, the kids like the new mascot. too. and like to run up to
him."
Clayton Vertrees can be reached at james.vertrees@
murraystate.edu.

said. ••HopefuJly by August
they'll be breaking ground."
Building the new house on
the grounds of the current
barbershop is a goal for the
fraternity and Smith said this
was for important reasons.
"There's actual historical
value there," Smith said. "The
first president of the University's house used to be where
the barbershop is now. It goes
with Pi Kappa Alpha's theme,
'Murray State's first and
fmest fraternity.'"
The fraternity's Homecoming events at Tent City kicked
off its fundraising for the new
house, but the prospective
date for construction has not
been set.
Robin Phelps can be reached
at robinj.phelps@murraystate.
edu

Candidates discuss casinos in debate
Jason Morrow
Staff writer
Historically, it is expected for any
political face-off to somehow become
heated, and last Thursday's gubernatorial
debate between rivals Ernie Fletcher and
Steve Beshear was no 'd ifferent
From the Four Rivers Center in Paducah, the televised debate involved questions about bea1thcare, education, jobs
and future changes for the administration.
It began with questions from the community on the most talked-about issues in
both candidates' campaigns - casinos,
which was a topic that was revisited
many times throughout the night.
The first question for Beshear Was
quite unexpected, asking "How can you
say that you are a Christian and yet you
want to legalize something that the Bible
says is a sin?''
Beshear defended himself by saying
that it is up to the person to spend their
money on entertainment as they see fit.
He went on to say that towns with casinos have great economic value.
Fletcher countered the argument with
statistics saying that if casinos brought in
crime rates, divorce rates and suicide
rates will all go up. Fletcher said casinos
would not bring in the ,revenue that

Beshear promises.
Eventually. both candidates got a fiveminute period to ask
each other their own
questions.
Fletcher
brought up their past
and said the two of
them had gone to
church together and be
Ernie Fletcher knew Beshear's father
Gubernatorial and what be stood for
candidate
as a Baptist minister.
"What would your
father say if your legacy was that you
brought casino gambling to Kentucky?"
Fletcher said.
"He would probably
ask, 'How do I play this
game?'" Beshear said.
Beshear then went on
the offensive and made
reference to Fletcher's
Steve Besh~ar merit system scandal.
Gubernatorial
"I would say, Ernie,
candidate
that you're the one
that needs to worry about whether your
values are in line with Kentucky values,"
Beshear said. "If we're going to talk about
values, I would suggest looking in the
mirror."

The merit system scandaJ was based on 1
Fletcher's administrative promoting, hiring and even firing of state employees
based on political loyalties. Fletcher was
quick to point out that the Attorney Gen·
eral dropped the charges, saying that
there was no malice or action used for
personal gain.
A broader question was later
addressed, asking the candidates what
they would change as far as policy or programs if they had the power to do so.
~·
Beshear said if he had a magic wand, he
would make sure every child in Kentucky I
had healthcare and that every person J
would have a chance to go to college.
Fletcher was quick to respond and
point out that it was a question of executive power to eliminate or change a program, not to wave a magic wand and
speculate on what Beshear could do if he 1
was governor.
This response brought cheers from
Republicans and adamant boos from
Democrats, causing the moderator to try
unsuccessfully to quiet the crowd.
Finally, the candidates got a chance to
calm down when an an 11-year-old asked
who their favorite president was. For
Fletcher, it was Ronald Reagan, and for
Beshear, Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Jason Morrow can be reached at
jason.morrow@murraystate.edu.
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Officials plan activities for sophomores
Amanda Crider
Staff writer
For the second semester, sophomore students are invited to
participate in a weekend-long program called SOF AorMORE.
Rc'Nita Avery Meriwether, student life associate, said the program began last year to help sophomores focus on the big picture.
"We did the program to give s~phomore students something to
do over the weekend," Avery said.
The program will be held Oct. 26 and 27. Friday will consist of
icebreakers and games, while Saturday will focus on educational
sessions, like graduate school information, how to read a MAP
report and study abroad opportunities.
Jennifer Husemann, assistant registrar, helped with the program last year and said she believes it is valuable for sophomore
students.
Avery is leading the graduate school educational session and
said its purpose is to help students realize their options after
graduation. Speakers will talk about getting into grad school,
costs and different programs.
Another speaker will also give a presentation on studying
abroad.
"We going to try to get a student who can share their experiences abcoad," Avery said. "We want the students to hear about
the different programs and opportunities."
The program is available to 100 sophomore students. Students
can register for the program by calling 809·6953 or sending an e·
mail to student.organizations@murraystate.edu
Amanda Crider can be reached at amanda.crider@
murraystate.edu.
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Campus welcomes alumni, friends
during Homecoming weekend

Rick Burres!The New$

Seniors Glimmer Eubanks and Phillip DuVentre were crowned Home·
coming klrKJ and queen during the football game Saturday.

Elaine Kight/The News

left: Todd Hill, lecturer In music, and University President Randy Dunn play trombone in a jau band durirKJ tent city.
Breast cancer
survivors carried
balloons, tossed
bracelets and
walked near a
pink car durirKJ
the HomecomirKJ
parade Saturday
morning.

Jockey Kassy
Bushue rides
Racer One during
the Homecoming
parade.
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eross country team takes 1st

place;~:

Racers defeat 13 teams, win last regular season meet:
AutumnBoaz
Editor in Chief
When the women's cross country
team lined up on the starting line at the
Evansville Invitational they knew they
were small.
Surrounding the team's seven runners
were competitors from schools like the
University of Tennessee, Lipscomb University, Valparaiso University and the
University of Evansville.
But regardless of the event's large
crowd of participants, consisting of 13
teams and 124 individual competitors,
Murray State decided to stay small.
Despite the race's 124 potential placements, the Racers managed to run in a
small pack throughout the race launching
their top-five runners into seventh,
eighth, 11th, 12th and l6h place flllishes,
subsequently giving Murray State a team
score of 46 points and a first-place finish
when all was said and done.
·
With a team of nine runners, including
four freshmen, Assistant Coach Chris
England said it's important for the
women to know they are a force at each
and every race.
"'They second guess themselves quite a
bit , especially when they're at the big
events with large teams with fast runners," Assistant Coach Chris England
said.... "l let them know and reinforce
how hard they've worked at practice and

Kristen Miller/The News

Freshman Asenath NaAman practices her stride during Tuesday's practice.

Taylor Crawford, 7th place
18:33

remind them they're the same athletes at
the start of the race's start line as they are
practicing all week long leading up to the
event.
"I've been really instilling and reinforcing their confidence - telling them
they do belong in these big races with
these strong runners and I think our performance Saturday proved that."
Sophomore Taylor Crawford led the
way for the Racers, placing seventh in
the 5K event with a time of 18 minutes,
33.01 seconds. Crawford's efforts helped
her land the honors of OVC co-runner
and Pepsi-Murray State athlete of the
week. Just behind Crawford, eighth-place
finisher junior Alaina Zanin finished the
race six seconds behind her teammate
with a time ofl8:39.49.
Freshmen Katelyn Jones and Asenath
NaAman and sophomore Kristen Miller
rounded out the Racers' list of qualifying
runners.
Crawford, Miller, Zanin and sophomore Amber Thomas, who fmished the
race in 23:03, each recorded their best
individual times of their careers.
Thomas, who finished in the 102nd spot,
cut more than a minute off of her previous individual record.
As a team, Murray State was followed
by Creighton University and the University of Evansville. Lipscomb University
and Valparaiso University tied for fourth.
After four regular season meets the

team will travel to Hoover, Ala.. Oct~ '27
to compete at the Ohio Valley Confer>
ence Championship meet.
Head Coach Derek Chavis said Satur··
day's race couldn't have ended the regular season with better results.
"We knew if we did well at this meet,
we'd go into the conference (championship meet) with good momentum,"
Chavis said. "Physically we've been prepared to do what we did at (the Evans·
ville) meet, we just had to sharpen up
and tune up mentally:
The men's team also competed at the
weekend's event, placing ninth out of 13
teams.
After being picked to fmish last in the
OVC, the men's team placed higher than
fellow-OVC competitor University of
Tennessee-Martin at the Evansville
event. England said he hopes the win
against UT-Martin leads to a happy forecast for the men at next weekend's OVC
championship meet
"I think that says a lot about a team
who went from a group who didn't have
enough to compete last year to a group
that keeps recording (personal records)
week after week by leaps and bounds,"
England said. ·
The Racers were led by sophomore
Steven Hart who fmished the 8K course
in 26:58.
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Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autu.mn.boaz@murraystate.edu.

Alalna lanln, 8th place
Asenatfl NaAman, llth place
Katelyn Jones, nth place
18'.39
18:44
18:43

Kristen Miller, 16th place

19:02

Soccer team gets 4th straight victory
Sarah Tlnsley
Staff Writer

•

1

The women's soccer team continued its winning
streak when they defeated Austin Peay and Tennessee Tech last weekend. The Tech game marked
the team's fourth consecutive win, putting them at 42 in the Ohio Valley Conference and 9-6 overall.
"We arc playing with a lot of intensity right now,"
• Head Coach Beth Acreman said in a press confer: ence. "We've been working on staying more consis1 tent for the entire game without any let downs."
The weekend opened on Friday, when the Racers
came away with a 2-1 victory over Austin Peay. The
first goal, however, didn't take place until26 minutes
into the game, when two Murray State seniors
teamed up for a goal. Senior Kara Carlile assisted
senior Jaclyn Ramage with her first goal of the season, earning a 1·0 advantage for the Racers.
' "We fought hard and it was good to see two of our
seniors come away with a goal." Acreman said.
"Jaclyn Ramage scored just at the right time to put us
ahead in the first half then Jen Nowak did a great job
of putting away our second."
This week, Ramage was also named the OVC
Defensive Player of the Week.
After the Racers' goal, Austin Peay later tied the
score, but Murray State was able to regain the lead
when senior }en Nowak slipped one through the net.
The Racers, with the help of sophomore goalkeeper

I

Tara IsbeU, were able to hold off Peay for the rest of
them game.
Isbell was named OVC goalkeeper of the week for
her efforts in the game.
Sunday was another good day for the Racers. The
squad took home a 2-1 win over Tennessee Tech
when they faced the team in Cookeville, Tennessee.
Murray State posted the fll'St goal when junior
Krista Muilkens scored off a rebound kick from
freshman Katie Wilson. This gave the Racers the
first lead of the game with a 1-0 score. Tech managed
to tie it up before the half, scoring in the 42nd
minute,
The Racers made the winning goal in the 63rd
minute of the game. off leading scorer ju nior
Rebekah Clay. Clay took the shot from 25 yards out,
making her sixth goal of the season.
Isbell stopped two of the three shots on goal,
attributing to her OVC Goalkeeper of the Week title.
"I'm extremely pleased with this weekend.'' Acreman said in a press release. "It's exciting to see four
different players score our goals in the two matches.
Our goal this weekend was to be successful and we
were."
The Racers face Southeast Missouri today at 3 p.m.
and Eastern Illinois tomorrow at 1 p.m. The Eastern
Illinois game will mark the seniors last regular-season home game of their college careers.
·

Sarah
Tinsley
can
be
sarah.tinsley@murtaystate.edu.
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The Racers huddle t09ether before a recent match..

left Senior Kara
carlile flohts for the
ball In Murray State's
match aoalnst Eastem Kentucky Unlvel"
slty oct 7. The Hl
victory aoalnst East·
em was the Racers'
second win In a line
of four consecutive
victories. Today the
team faces conference rival Morehead
Stateat 3 p.m. at
Cutchin Field.

at

The Sports Line...
·TV Events
Saturday: CBS @ 3:30 p.m.
College Football
Florida at Kentucky

Sunday: CBS @ noon
NFL Football
T itans at Texans

Tonight: ESPN @ 7 p.m.

Sunday: ABC @ noon

College Football
Louisville at UConn

NASCAR, Subway 500
Martinsville, Va.

Murray State Events
Today: Soccer @ 3 p.m.

Saturday: Football @ 1 p.m.

Cutchin Field
Murray State vs. SEMO

Cape Girardeau, Mo.
Murray State at SEMO

Today: Volleyball @ 7 p.m
Jacksonville, Ala.
Murray State at Jacksonville State

Sunday: Soccer @ 1 p.m.
Cutchin Field
Murray State vs. Eastern Ill.
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Fountain of
youth fuels
football fun
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Racers fall short in HomecOming battle
Steve Miller
Staff writer

After Adeniji added one more
touchdown for Eastern Illinois, the
Racers were down 27-17. A minute
remained when the Racer defense
forced the Panthers to a turnover
on downs. Redshirt freshman quarterback Jeff Ehrhardt took control
and drove down the field completing five of six passes, including a
20-yard toss to junior wide receiver
Rod Harper. Ehrhardt threw for 193
yards and onl' touchdown for the
game. The drive took only twenty
seconds off the remaining clock
and the Racers prepared for the one
of the most exciting plays in football - the onside kick.
The kick was executed well.
bouncing among the players a few
times, but finally a Panther St"cured
the ball. With no timeouts left. Eastern Illinois knelt down once to preserve the 27-24 lead and head to the
locker room with the victory.
Jordan's career·high 127 yards on
20 carries and two touchdowns was
a refreshing performance to see. It
was the first 100-yard rushing game
by a Murray State back since Jordan
ran for lll yards against Illinois
State on Sept. 16, 2006.
"The offense went in this week
and put in some more packages,
more plays and I have to giv{' all the
credit to the offensive line," Jordan
said. ··we worked on the inside run
in practice and we executed well
today. It felt real good to score
those two touchdowns."
Griffin said he was also pleased
to see Tordan step up. "For three
weeks, we've want{'d one of the
guys to take the running back position," Griffin said. "It's not a position where you can go by committee. Hopefully, Charlie has stepped
up and taken the position, but guys
like Josh (Jones), Paul (McKinnis),
and Prince (Nwagbara) have provided real good competition. Until
we can get some continuity running
the ball, we'll just be a decent
offense." .
Defense and special teams also
showed improvements. Sophomore
wide receiver Derrick Townsel
forced and recovered two fumbles
on punt returns by Eastern Illinois.
The defense succeeded in keeping the score close. Q.uite a feat
when you consider the two punch
attack of Eastern ntinois. On paper,
the rushing performance. by Adeniji may seem demoralizing, but Grif-

Murray State Head Coach Matt
Griffm said he had a good feeling
coming into Saturday's game.
"I said it during pre-game, I said
it Thursday night, and I even said it
Some would say that too much of a
to my wife," Griffin said. "This is
"good thing is a bad thing. While that
the best I felt going into a ball game
works for chocowhile here at Murray State."
late, ice cream or
Despite the good feelings, Easta fourth meal, Sat·
ern Illinois left the Homecoming
urday's college
crowd at Roy Stewart Stadium
football proved
upset and let down after the Racers
lost a close game 27-24. The loss
the
contrary.
thanks
to
a
extends Murray State's losing
portable TV. Like
streak to 18 games against Ohio ValI have said I'm a
ley Conference opponents.
college football
The game will go into the books
as a loss, but some optimism was
juilk.ie. All day 1
displayed by the Racers. By keeping
watched young
football players
the game close, the Racers made a
making
big
statement - they can hang with this
impacts, and I
Aaron
year's elite teams in the conference.
Eastern Illinois (4-3, 3-1) came
couldn't
get
Weare
enough.
Staff writer
into the game ranked 23rd in
My plan was to
national polls and struck ftrst on its
watch Racers try to take down the Footopening drive of the game. Quarterball Championship Subdivision's 23rdback Bodie Reeder completed a
ranked Eastern Illinois Panthers, in the
two-yard pass to wide receiver
stands of Roy Stewart Stadium, while
Micah Rucker. Rucker made a specwatching other great games on the
tacular one-handed catch in the
portable TV. The plan worked to great
endzone to put the Panthers up 6·0.
· success, because T was able to watch the
After that score, the first half was
· former #1 team in the Football Bowl Suba battle of the defenses. The two
division, Louisiana State, fall at the hands
teams combined to force four
of the University of Kentucky.
turnovers and five punts. Perhaps
- Sophomore running back Charlie lorthe biggest turnover was caused by
dan led the Racers' attack against Eastern
Racer senior cornerback Derrick
rllinois to the tunc of 127 yards on 20 carParrott. A lonK pass had the Pan·
ries. Jordan's biggest stat, however,
thers knocking at the door of the
· would be two touchdowns for the Racers. , endzone. Parrott strippl•d the ball
His second score put the Racers within
from Eastern Illinois running back
reach of the lead when he helped the RacAdemola Adeniji on the one-yard
line to neutralize the scoring threat
ers notch a score of 20-17.
Freshman quarterback Jeff Ehrhardt
and keep the score close.
started the game out on a bad note with a
The Racers headed to the locker
first quarter interception. But Ehrhardt
room at halftime down 6-3.
went on to show what the experts call
The teams offenses showed up in
moxie and helped keep the Racers in the
the second half. Murray State
·game until the final drive. After a persophomore running back Charlie
sonal foul penalty, the Racers staTted
Jordan and Eastern Illinois's Adenitheir final drive with a first down and 20
ji ran the ball well as they took
yards to go, on their own 11-yard line. In
turns crossing the goal line for their
20 seconds Ehrhardt led the team on an
team.
89-yard drive.
Adeniji struck first in the third
Even though the Racers didn't pull out
quarter with a 35-yard touchdown
the win, they seem to have a great base to
run: Not to be outdone, Jordan
build on if these young guys can consisanswered right back with a 35-yard
tently improve on the effort put out Sattouchdown scamper of his own.
urday. With all their young talent it
The two backs ~vould swap scores
seems that the Racers can do some big
once again as the Panthers led 2<>things.
·
17.
I'll tell you this much, I'm glad that I
brought a portable TV along because I
got to see what some, especially millions 1
of'peoplc from the bluegrass state, will
call the game of the year, when 17th
ranked Kentucky defeated then first
ranked L<;U 43-37 in three overtimes, all
while watching the Racers.
Aaron Weare
At frrst glance everyone says, "UK won,
Staff writer
so it was all Andre Woodson, right?" And
The Murray State volleyball team won
if you didn't watch the .game, it would
its eighth and ninth games in the Ohio
probably seem that way. All though neiValley Conference over this past weekther team was· truly led by young players,
end. The wins put the Racers in a first_"the young fellas certainly made it a more
place tie with Tennessee State and Jack"exciting game.
sonville State.
Kentucky's starting tailback Rafael LitThe Racers had to come from behind
tle couldn't play, and neither could their
on Friday to beat Morehead State, in a
qackup, so Coach Rich Brooks had to go
battle of OVC front-runners, ~1. Morewith freshman Derrick Locke. A sprinter
head State jumped out to an early match
'by trade, filled in admirably for Little
lead, winning game one 3Q-26. The Racwith 64 yards on 20 carries and a touchers came back to take games two and
down. Locke's biggest play wasn't even a
three 30-24 and 30-21, respectively.
play where he touched the ball. Locke
In game four, the Racers had to overpicked up the blitz on Woodson's touchcome a 10-point deficit at 20-10. After a
down pass in the game's third overtime.
tip-in by sophomore setter Cassie ChesLSU had its own wonderkind on Saturney, the Racers rattled off one of the
day. Sophomore tailback Charles Scott
largest comebacks in Racer volleyball
carried the Tiger running game, with 94
history. The Racers took 22 of the next 32
yards on only 7 carries.
point.o; to win Game Four and the match.
Aaron Weare is a staff" writer at The
"I am so proud of our girls after we
Murray State News. e-mail comments to
were down so much in that game," Head
aaron. weare@murraystate.edu..
Conch David Schwepkcr said in a press

Paulliolladay/The NC'WS

Fresman quarterback Jeff Ehrflardt runs the ball against Eastern Illinois on Saturday.
fin puts it in perspective.
"He is going to have his yards
throughout the course of the game,"
Griffin said.
"Every bal'k rhat touches the hall
20 or 30 times is going to have 80,
90, usually over 100 yards wilh an
offensive line like that. The key is
to contain him. Keep him inside and
k~cp him in fronl nr you. I think our
defense did a nice JOb, give them
credit."

II .nothing else, the Racers can
ttlkc pride in the fact that they
knocked Eastern Illinois out of a
national poll in which they wt•re
ranked for 23 straight weeks.
The Racers face another OVC
pow\!rhousc tc.llll thi~ week when
they lravel to Cape Girardeau Mo.
to face Southeast Missouri. Game·
time is set for 12 p.m. tommorow,
Sleve Miller can be readted at
stcven.miller(ti'lmurraystate.edu.

VOLLEYBALL

Winning weekend puts team in 1st-place conference tie
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753-5507
DIOR
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RALPH LAUREN

kate spade BURBERRY

release saturday. "Instead of giving it up
they kept playing. They played hard and
they played smart. It was a tough game,
but we played hard. not scared."
On Saturday, the Racers won their
ninth consecutive OVC match with a
three-game sweep against Eastern Kentucky. The Racers took the tirst game 3023 and games two and three 30·24 and 3026, respectively. Senior middle hitter
Tara DeMage had the match's only double-double with 10 kills and 17 digs to lead
the Racers.
ln addition to the nine-match winning
streak. the Racers also have the reigning
OVC Defensive Player of the Week in
junior libcro Heather Norris. Norris ll•d
the OVC with 7.42 digs per game last
week, with a season-high 34 digs against
Lipscomb and with 33 digs in the Morehead State game.
The Racers hit the road to face Jacksonville State today and Samford tommorrow.
Aaron Weare can be reached at aaronweare@murraystate.edu.

Sophomore cassle Chesney sets up senior Tara DeMage for an attack.
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RIFLE

Rifle team victorious in home opener
Tim MacAllister
Staff writer
During the first home match of the season for the Racer rifle team, the squad
pulled out a victory against The University of Mississippi at the Spurgin Rifle
Range.
Both teams were up bright and early
for the 8 a.m. match and it ended up going
down to the wire.
The Racers won both the air rifle and
the smallbore competitions.
The Racers were led in both by junior
Kevin Wiltbrodt, who scored a 589 out of
600, including two perfect IOOs. He didn't
have to carry the entire load. however.
Senior Cameron Hicks and Sophmore
Kasey Meyer were right on Wiltbrodt's
tail. Hicks had an air rifle score of 581 and
Meyer scored a 574. Sophmore Harley
Jette and senior Dan Belluzzo fired a 571
and a 569 respectively.
For the air rifle competition, the Racers
cumulative score was greater than Mississippi's by a mere three points. The
score going into the smallbore competition was Murray State 2309. Ole Miss
2306.
The smallborc competition is broken

up into three parts for each of the individual competitors. Each of the shooters
fires two shots from three positions. The
first is a prone position, which is a laying
postion. They then go to a standing posi·
tioo and finally they fire from a kneeling
position.
This was not a problem for the Racers.
The team was again led by Wiltbrodt,
who put up scores of 196, 186 and 192..
The Racers also got au impressive performance from Hicks, who shot a 191
from the prone position, 190 standing up
and 191 !<peeling.
Belluzzo was nearly perfect and came
up just two points shy of a 200 score.
Because of the consistent performances from the entire team, the Racers
came out victorious.
The cumulative score for the Racers
was 2270, which was 31 points better than
the 2249 posted by Mississippi.
The fmaJ score of the match was 4579
to 4555.
The rifle team will be back in action
tommorow at the Spurgin Rifle Range
against Rose-Hulman. Firing will start at
8 a.m.
Tim MacA /lister can be reached at timothy.macallister@murraystate.t!du
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The Rifle Team Line up for competition versus Ole Miss last Saturday.

Dan Belluzzo puts his sight on the target and oest ready to shoot The Racers defeated The University of Mississippi in the team's first home match of the season.

Men's golf teatn continues
to shoot near top of OVC
Tim MacAllister
Staff writer
The men's golf team took two, top fmishes at the Skyhawk
Classic held at Paris Landing State Park Monday in Buchanan,
Tenn. The varsity blue team finished second, while the gold
team finished third at the event.
The blue team finished just behind Tennessee Tech on the
scorecard.
This fall. the Racers have racked up two first-place finishes. a
pair of second-place finishes and a third-place finish, totaling
five top-three finishes in six tournaments played.
The Racers were led Tuesday by sophomore Jared Wolfe, who
shot a three-round total of 213 and turned it up when he needed
to with a 69 in the final round of the tournament.
Freshman Cameron Calico had a share of the lead going into
the final round of the tournament. After getting off to a slow
start he battled back to finish only one stroke behind Wolfe with
a 214.
This two-man combo led the blue team to a second-place finish.
Sophmore Nick Newcomb also contributed with his final two
rounds at three under par, giving him a 15th-place finish. Senior
Jerry Price was one stroke he hind Newcomb and finished 17th.
The gold team was led by senior Mark Brant. Brant was consis·
tent throughout his rounds, scoring 73 in the ftrst two rounds
and 72 the third. He also had help from his teammates. Soph·
more Chris Griffin tied Newcomb for 15th and sophmore Hunter
Ford took 19th place for the gold team.
Wolfe, Calico and Brant were selected to the Skyhawk Fall
Classic All-Tournament team. The trio fell in behind medalist
and winner of the event, Tennessee Tech's John Fox. who shot a
final-round 65.
"l was a little disappointed that we didn't win, but nonetheless, we played well," Head Coach Eddie Hunt said. "We had two
teams finish in the top three. That just tells how strong our program is."
The teams bested seven different Ohio Valley Conference
teams in the tournament. There are no official standings conference as of press time. but statistics show the Racers are in the
top two in finishes.
The Racers will be in action again for their fmal tournament of
the fall in Hopkinsville, Ky. on Oct. 22. The Austin Peay Invitational will be yet another test for the Racers.
Said Hunt: "There will be about 18 teams there and there will
be about seven or eight really strong teams."
Tim MacAllister can be reached at timothy.macallister@murraystate.edu

Paul Holladay/The News

Sophmore Jared Wolfe Qets ready to putt at a recent QOif tournament.

Winslow or T-Room?

Winslow

T·Room

Beach or mountains?

Mountains

Beach

Book or movie?

Movie

Movie

Nike or Adidas?

Adidas

Nike

Road trip or airplane?

Road trip

Airplane

Party or night at home?

Immanuel Lutheran
Church

Steve Miller is the outdoor columnist
and staff writer at The Murray State
News. e-mail comments to steven.miller@
murraystate.edu.

DOGS WITH ARTHRITIS

Rev. Dr. Chad Foster
(270) 753-6712
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The hardest part I find about writing
this column week to week is coming up
with ideas. It is especially difficult when
there is not much happening in the outdoor scene. The inspiration for this
week's topic came from a friend of mine.
I asked him if be
was doing any
hunting and expected to hear the same
report I have heard
from
countless
other outdoorsman:
"I
have
been
bowhunting, but it
is still too hot for
me to put all my
time in.'' When he
told me that he
went out, last weekend, crowhunting,
Steve
it was surprising
Miller
and refreshing.
Outdoor colwnnist
I cannot say that I
have done much serious crow hunting, at
least not to the extent my friend has. He
uses decoys, blinds, electronic calls and
decoys. After hearing about his expcri·
ences, 1 decided to do some more
research, and to my surprise, crow hunt·
ing is popular for many reasons.
Hunting crows can get you prepared
for the upcoming waterfowl season. It is a
great way to get your timing down on live
targets and unpredictable flying maneuvers. It is great training for a dog, too.
Crow hunting does a great job of simulating waterfowl for your dog. In many
ways, it can be much tougher. Unlike a
duck blind, a crow blind is usually built in
much thicker cover, so a dog has to learn
to be steady and to mark extremely well.
Some hunters do it for the challenge.
Crows may be varmints to some, but to
others they are a smart bird worthy of
pursuit. There are three popular hunting
setups to fool crows. First-is·the run and
gun strategy. Find several fields or wood·
lots that crows are using, and make your
setup easy so you can quickly relocate.
Concealment is key. Outfit yourself in
full camo and don't forget gloves and
facemasks. Once you start calling, be
ready to .see birds. The fust group that
responds to your calls will probably be
the only group you will see. These birds
are quick learners, and the ones you d'on't
shoot will do some calling of their own:
danger signals to other crows in the area.
After the first assault, move to another
location and do it again.
Another method involves setting up
decoys that can be seen as they come
down from their morning roost. Again,
concealment is key, and you may want to
consider using a blind. You can also ~e
the same tactic when they return to roost
in the afternoon.
The third method takes advantage .of
the crows' aversion to large bodies, of
water. Like other birds, crows migrate.
Set up on the shoreline of a big body of
water and wait for traveling birds. Crows
will follow the entire shoreline of a lake
rather than cross over it. This is a very
popular method in the Great Lakes
region. but can also be effective around
the large resevoirs and rivers in our area.
Be sure to check the regulations about
where you are allowed to hunt.
Finding a crow hunting spot is usually
not a problem because farme rs and
landowners are glad to get rid of the
"pesky scavengers." Play your cards right
and it just may open up doors for more
game opportunities. As far as what to do
with your harvest, it's your call. Some
swear that if they are prepared properly,
crows can be just as tasty as other game
birds. I'll take their word for it, but one
thing I know for sure is that hearing the
phrase "take 'em" as you get ready to
unload your gun on birds approaching
your decoy spread is exciting no matter
what kind of birds they are.
The crow season, which opened Sept. J,
remains open until Nov. 7. A second se~
son will begin Jan. 4, 2008 a nd last until
Feb. 29, 2008. A valid Kentucky hunting
license is required. There is no daily or
aggregate bag limit for crows. For further
information visit kdfwr.state.ky.us.

WANTED!

corner of 15th and Main
Across from Sparks Hall

Church Website
llrTim;muiel-:lutl eran.falthweb.com

Crows call
to diehard
bird hunter

FM 92.1

Sunday at 9 p.m.

Thesis Project Conducted by M organ Barnes
Dogs will receive a new arthritis supplem ent UC-11®
and be tested monthly for 5 months to note improvement.
Please call if you are interested or have questions. (314) 550-8463
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Football
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The line says...
SYRACUSE
Miami Ohio
WEST VIRGINIA
Penn State
CLEMSON
WISCONSIN
! Arbnsas

'

Tommy Dillard
Contributor
last week: 5-5
Season record: 39·31

Florida (14) at Kentucky (13)

0

~:

· Auburn (19) at LSU (5)
USC (9) at Notre Dame

Texas Tech (21) at Missouri (17)
California (9) at UCLA
Michigan State at Ohio State (1)
UT Martin at Eastern Ill.
Tennessee (22) at Alabama

Steve Miller
Sports Writer
Last week: 6-4
Season record: 40·30

Aaron Weare
Sports Writer
Last week: 7·3
Season record: 40-30

•
•
•
..
..
•

•

0

1'~

%

(gt

AutumnBoaz
Editor In Chief
last week: 6-4
Season record: 36·34
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Buffalo
TEMPlE
Miss. State
INDIANA
Central Mich.
No Illinois
MISSISSIPPI
Vanderbilt
NAVY
Army
Wyomlno
WESTERN MICH.
COLORADO
Memphis
Tulane
UTAH STATE
Tennessee
Texas A&M
IOWA STATE
Texas Tech
NOTRE DAME
Miami Florida
WASHINGTON
Mlchlqan State
Vlrolnla
N.C. State
Stanford
San Jose State
UAB
KENTUCKY ·
LOUISIANA TECH
Iowa
Ohio
BAYLOR
Kansas State
PITTSBURGH
ILUNOIS
Idaho
Auburn
SAN DIEGO STATE

4
6
24
7+
16+
23
5
13
SOUTH CAROliNA
Wake Forest
3
GEORGIA TECH
26
AIR FORCE
2+
Ball State
1
Kansas
3+
RICE
1+
SMU
5+
Nevada Reno
7
PK
ALABAMA
NEBRASKA
2
Oklahoma
29
MISSOURI
3+
usc
17
FLORIDA STATE
5+
OreQOn
n
OHIO STATE
17+
MARYLAND
4+
EAST CAROUNA
5
ARIZONA
0+
FRESNO STATE
12+
, Houston
13
Florida
6+
Boise State
16+
PURDUE
6+
TOLEDO
1+
Texas
24+
OKLAHOMA STATE 3
Cincinnati
9+
Mlchloan
2+
NEW MEXICO STATE 10
LSU
t1+
New MeXico
B
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· Vanderbilt at S. Carolina (8)

Oregon (6) at Washington

Octoberl9,2007

Danny Sheridan
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"'a~e a differe"ce With a 0

YOUfH '" NONPROFif
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LEAPERSHIP

.,

The American Humanics Program (AH) at Murray State University
offers an academic minor in Youth and Nonprofit Leadership,
specifically designed for students who want to Make a Difference
through programs of education, health and fitness, recreation, and
character development.
Call Dr. Roger Wets at 809-3808 or stop by room IOS of Carr
Health Building for an informal meeting. Or you may-email Dr.
Roger Weis at roger.weis@murraystate.edu.

YNl290

You IUY fig/Iter for Either or loth of the
Followllfg Claua for the Spr/llg r""':

Current Trends and Issues in
Youth and Human Services
(Community Service learning)
YNl 35 I
leadership and Support
Systems In Youth and Human
Service Organizations

FEATURINtJ:
• Men's &Women's
Basket~all Teams
• Cheerleaders
• Dunker & Air Dunker
• The IRaeer Girls
• Fan Interactive Contests
• Giveaways
• Autographs

9:30-10:45 a.m.
T &TH
I I a.m. • 12: 15 p.m. T &TH
Sections 80 & 81
9:30 a.m. - I0:45 a.m. T & TH
II a.m.-12:15 p.m. T & TH
Sections 80 & 81

VNL 290 'VNL S51 can help you to qualify as • Service Learning Scholar!

University
Barber

Shop

Ask about
Men's fac:lal shaving•••
MSU Student Discount &
Military Discount

Ladies get pampered too!
Keep your tan all winter...
ask about other tanning
Regular: 1 0 cents a Minute
Special: $25 Unlimited Month
105 N. 16th Street
753-1953

lion' t fall be6tnd ......
..
I
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up-to-date wftf7
Tfte Murray State News

sxc.hu

Tuesday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - Noon
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Delta Sigma Theta members dressed in costumes to complement their team's theme.

Annual step show a hit
Robin Phelps
Staff writer

photo~ by

Sarah Bcane/The News

Two members of Kappa Alpha Psi Geco Ross. senior from Paducah, Ky., and Christopher Pearson. graduate
student from Louisville. Ky.. use canes as props In their performance.

Members of Iota Phi Theta compete in the National Pan-Hellenic Council's annual step show.

Combine the countless portrayals of "Crank
Dat (Soulja Boy)", half-naked men in tribal grass
skirts running down the aisles of Lovett Auditorium and one animated emcee and you get the
National Pan-Hellenic Council's annual step
show.
On Oct. 13 seven sororities and fraternities of
NPHC competed for a $300 cash prize and first
place trophy. Battling in the categories of sororities and fraternities, the Greek participants
brought their A·game.
Beginning with the African American National Anthem, "Lift Every Voice and Sing," the
crowd at Lovett Auditorium got ready for a
night of excitement.
With themes ranging from wrestling to weather, every group brought their own creative abilities as they stepped, stomped, danced, jumped
and even flipped into the support of excited
crowd members.
Claudia Brauss, freshman from Jackson, Mo.,
was among the myriad cheering. hollering and
applauding audience members and she said the
experience was not one she foresaw.
"The only stepping I'd seen was in '"Stomp
the Yard,"' Brauss said. "(The step show) was
more than I expected, I thought it was really
amazing and really cool because they spent so
much time."
Of the seven performances. Brauss said her
favorite was one that included only two girls.
"It impressed me because there were only two
of them and they worked so well together. I
don't have enough coordination to step. but if 1
could I would," Brauss said.
Little did Brauss know that the two girls were
members of Alpha Kappa Alpha, a sorority that
initially didn't want to perform in the step show
because their organization's size, but won
despite the fact.

"It's still shocking." Kristye Russell, senior
from Louisville, Ky .. said. "We even had a meet·
ing to decide if we should be in it. So we went
from considering to winning."
Russell s:1id competing in the step show was
an event that, in the past, wa"n't competitive,
but this year was heavily anticipated among
NPHC Grcek.o;,
Going from nine participating members in
Alpha Kappa Alpha's step show group in 2005 to
two members, Russell said she felt slightly
intimidated.
"We didn't really thin'k we were going to win
because there was only two of us," Russell said.
"You blank out and you get this whole other persona when you're going up there, as someone
else ... you put your game face on."
The win of Ru~cll and her partner Krystal
Nance, was one many step show attendnnts
advocated.
"They kept my attention the whole time and
they were creative," Marshanc Sears. freshman
from Louisville. Ky .• said.
Alpha Phi Alpha won the fraternity divison of
the step show.
Sears said he appreciated the step show and
all the acts involved. From glow in the dark performances, safari and wrestling themes, an
incorporated "300" clip, justin Timberlake
tracks, non-Greek acts and poetry. each act
brought their own style.
"They all kept me entertained," Scars said. "I
thought it was going to be boring, but it wasn't, ; :
I will definitely go again next year."
NPHC President Cowann Owens, senior from
Louisville, Ky .. said he was excited about this •
year's show.
Said Owens: "This was probably one of the
best NPHC step show's I've seen because everyone brought it and I'm thankful for all the effort
and time that was put into the performance."
Robin
!'helps
can
be
robinj.phe/ps@murraystatc.edu.

reached

Alpha Phi Alpha's synchronization helped them stand out in the step show when competing against seven other sororities and fraternities for the S300 cash prize.
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HOT SPOTS

Hihburger
serves homestyle food in family atmosphere
.
•.

Asbley Edwards
~ssistant

College Life Editor

For some Murray State students
who survive mostly on food from
Winslow Dining Hall, Fast Track and
·pizza delivery chains, a trip to Renfroe's Hihburger Inn can serve as a
delicious refresher.
Ron Beaton, a junior from Kennett,
Mo., said eating at Hihburger feels
just like being at home.
"It's a good, local mom-and-pop
restaurant, and it has the friendly
atmosphere that is contagious here
in Murray," he said.
• Beaton said be got his first taste of
Hihburger after church one Sunday
upon a friend's recommendation,
and it quickly became a part of his
Sunday routine because he loves the
fried chicken special.
"(The food) seemed to compliment God very weU," Beaton said.
Husband and wife Rick and Dotty
Renfroe own Hihburger and said
they go to great lengths to keep the
restaurant's home-cooked feel
"The best way to get home-cooked
taste is to do the home cooking,"
Renfroe said. "I cook like I cook for
my family. I think of everyone as
family and I treat them that way."
•· Hihburger serves daily specials
like turkey and dressing and fried
chicken on Sundays, fish on Fridays
and ribs on Saturdays, among a variety of other specials and menu items.
The daily specials include a choice
of one entr~e and three sides. Each
meal offers large portions accompa-

Photos by Rkk Burr('S/The Nl'w~

Astudent enjoys a home·cooked meal
offered at Renfroe's Hlhburoer Inn.
Died by cheap prices.
The hamburgers, pork tenderloin
and biscuits and gravy are a few of
the most popular items.
"My secret is I don't have recipes,"
Renfroe said. "I go on taste which is
• why I work everyday because no one
knows how to make it the way I like
it."

Renfroe said she and her husband
begin work at 2:30 a.m. every day to
insure the food is prepared to perfection. Every item is made from
scratch, including the hamburger
meat, which they grind themselves.
'Tm afraid someone else won't put
their heart and soul in it," Renfroe
said.
The homey feel doesn't stop with

Hihburger is open from 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and from 5am. to 8 p.m. friday and Saturday. Local residents and
hungry students visit the restaurant for home·cooked meals.
the food in this small diner. The
aroma oi t he daily specials and
hornc.'made cakes and pies greet cus•
tomers in a room filled with friendly
service and happy customers.
Renfroe said she brags she has the
best cre w of scrvt~rs in town and the
walls around the restaurant showcase each and every o ne of th~m alung with most of their families - in

0!1 YOIJVE ~T A BLOCX 1"-"N YOU lL
1-VVE TO ~W THA r CONTAINE~ AWilY.
GET A TRAY FOR W UQ ME14L AND E' -'1' HER€

hanging portraits.
"It's not fancy but J want it to feel
homey," Renfroe said. "I want to
keep it as close to the family and the
home environment as I can get it."
Hihburgcr is located at 413 S. 4th
St. and is open from 5 :1.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday and from
5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
Head to Hihburger for home cook-

ing and a dining experience that will
take you home to the dinner table.

Each month, The News will feature

a different business or restaurant in
Murray. If you would like to make a
suggestion. e-mail Ashley Edwards at
ashleyb.edwards@murraystate.edu.

OK, I rat. YOU WHAT, r UNOERST D I
EALLY 00 AS A MA'TCR OF FACT, r WOVLO
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Tbe B-,urrhm OF Su;ma Pbr Epsrlon wouM hke To FOtwaUy welcome an3
conqTUl.TUlaTe These 33 new membeM znTo Tbez1{ bTWTbeJWoo3:
Alex Dornbusch
Alex Kursave
Andrew Lane
Austin Madding
Ben Moorefield
Brandon Wayt
Caleb Reddick
Cameron Gish
Charles Estes
Chris Hampton
David Columbia

Greg Hunter
Hank Hicks
Jackson Ader
Jeremy York
John Monroe
Jordan Sharp
Jordan Stocks
Justin Arnold
Kent Willet
I<irby Brown
Matt Beeler

Matt Kasten
Michael Adams
Michael DeAngelis
Nathan Cottrell
Nathan Moore
Payden Harned
Sean Espinal
Seth Mcintyre
Travis Taylor
Tyler Haida
Zach Dintelmann
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Film delivers solid acting, confusing storyline:
.

Assistant College Life Editor Ashley Edwards
writes the movie reviews.
The plot of "Michael Clayton" unfolds for
viewers like a puzzle being slowly pieced
together, but unfortunately not all the pieces
seem to fit
George Clooney and the rest of the cast including Tom Wilkinson, Tilda Swinton, Syd-

ney Pollack and Michael O'Kede - deliver excellent performances throughout the film, but the
drawn-out plot left me watching the dock and
praying for light at the end of the movie tunnel.
In the fUm, Michael Clayton (Clooney) is a
"fiXer" for one of the largest corporate law firms
in New York. His job is to control the firm's and
its clients' dirty secrets before they are exposed
to the public.
Clayton has several personal and professional

problems that interfere with his job. He is
divorced, in debt. struggling with a gambling
problem, barely maintaining a relationship with
his son and stuck in a career that shows no
promise - after 17 years of service, Clayton still
hasn't made partner.
Exhausted and hardly satisfied, Clayton
begins to re-evaluate his life until his dreary
existence is shocked into four days of utter
chaos when his guilt-ridden colleague Arthur
Edens (Tom Wilkinson) decides to reveal the
hidden truth in a multi-million dollar suit
against their ftrm's biggest client, which it has
defended for eight years.
Edens' behavior causes concern from the partners of the firm, and Clayton is called in to clean
up yet another mess. But this time be has trouble getting his friend under control. When
Edens is found dead, Clayton starts searching
for answers. When he discovers the truth, he
becomes a target himself.
Although the movie has its moments of suspense and drama, it barely gets you close to the
middle of your seat, Jet alone the edge. There is
no surprise here - if you defend the bad guys,
you're probably one yourself. Luckily, Clooney's
character reassesses his role in favor of the good
side.
The story line is delivered in fragments that
linger too long, leaving viewers confused until
the last two minutes of the fllm when writer and
director Tony Gilroy ("Bourne" trilogy)
attempts to solve the puzzle for the audience.
But by the time viewers are partially clued in to

photo courtesy of exclo.~im.ca

Tom Wilkinson and George Clooney play co-workers at a large law firm In New York in the film"Michael Clayton."

the film's plot, they no longer care.
The ftlm has a foggy timeline and it feels like
it's never going to e nd. It's disappointing
because the main story here is relative to present issues. It focuses on the lack of ethics in
today's society and we see Clooney's character
act as justice's valiant defender. If America
could fall more in love with Clooney, the real
story could unfold.
Clooney is captivating in this movie. He goes
away from the handsome, fearless leader genre
he has recently portrayed in the "Ocean" trilogy
and gives audiences a darker, edgier character in
"Michael Clayton."
The film is filled with strong characters and
sound tension, but holes in the story and the
slow pace overshadow good acting.
"Michael Clayton" is in theaters and rated R
for language and violence. Running time is ·1
hour and 56 minutes.
Ashley Edwards can be reached at
ashley.edwards@murraystate.edu.

Zero frames: Save your cash
One frame: Catch it on TV if you're bored
Two frames: Rent it
Three frames: Head to the box office
Four frames: Hello, Criterion Collection

Haunted sanitarium provides real-life horror experience
.

.

Louisville, Ky.
Beyond the fantasy world of
vampires and Dracula lies the
real-life haunted happenings at \:::!~~~'/J
the Waverly Hills Sanitarium in
Louisville, Ky.
Featured in a segment of Fox
Television's "World's Scariest
Places" and on MTV's "Fear," this
building was also the site for the 2005 film
"Death TunneL''
In the early 1900s, people who were afflicted with tuberculosis were placed in sanitariums, isolated from the public to rest
and have fresh air. Many of the facilities were built on hills surrounded by peaceful woods to create a healing atmosphere for
suffering patients.
With about a three and a half hour drive, you can visit the
Waverly Hills Sanitarium, rumored to be one of the most haunted buildings in the country. Opened in 1926, it functioned as a
tuberculosis hospital until it was closed in 1961. It was renovated
and reopened in 1962 as W:oodhaven Medical Services. The facility r emained as a geriatrics center untill980 when it was closed
by the state.
As_many as 64,000 people d ied at Waverly before the antibi~otic streptomycin was discovered in 1943. Without antibiotics,
natural cures provided the only available defense for tuberculosis. Beside natural remedies, there were also experimental treatments, including pneumothorax (surgically collapsing a portion
of the lung so that it would heal) and thoracoplasty (opening the
chest and removing two or three ribs so the lung would have
more room to expand and heal). Both treatments were practiced
at th.e sanitarium.
Rumors about the sanitarium include stories of a little girl in
· the third-floor solarium playing hide and seek with trespassers,
: a little boy named Bobby playing with his leather ball, rooms
•lighting up though there was no power in the building, doors
slamming, a hearse driving up and dropping off coffins and an
old woman running from the front door with her wrists bleeding
screaming, "Help me. Somebody save mel"
Cries and screams are frequently heard in the halls and some
claim to ha'Ve heard children on the rooftop chanting verses from
/ 'Ring around the Rosy." Spirits of children are believed to linger

photo courtesy of underworldtales.com

Waverly Hills Sanitarium in louisville, Ky., Is supposedly haunted by the
spirits of tuberculosis patients who once resided there.

i

because young patients were taken to the rooftop for heliotherapy, where they were exposed to the supposed healing rays of
the sun as part of TB treatment.
In 1928, the head nurse hanged herself from the light fixture in
Room 502. In 1932, another nurse also working in Room 502 supposedly committed suicide by jumping from the roof.
When patients died. they were sent down the body chute to an
awaiting hearse. The body chute, or death runnel, is actually a
500 foot-long tunnel that leads from the hospital to the railroad
tracks located at the bottom of the hill. This was done to keep

,••

moral high, so patients wouldn't see the hearses or bodies leave
the building.
Waverly Hills' current owners, T ina and Charlie Mattingly,
bold tours of the sanitarium and have converted the building
into a haunted house attraction for the Halloween season. Proceeds go toward restoring the property.
As of now, all tours, half-night and overnight stays are completely booked for the rest of this year. You can call on Jan. 2,
2008 to schedule tours for next year. Call (502) 933-2142 between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fr idays and between noon and 3 p.m. on Saturdays.
The costs of the half-night stays (four hours) ar e $50 per person and overnight stays (eight hours) are $100 per person.
The paranormal and historical two-hour guided tours cost $20
per person. The tours allow the general public to see the property, the building's interior and the death tunnel. Visitors can
walk through the corridors of the sanitarium where autopsies
were performed and the deceased were placed on gurneys and
rolled out to the death tunnel.
On the paranormal tours, 10 minutes are reserved on the
fourth floor for everyone to keep quiet, keep their lights off and
see if they can detect a presence w: shadowy figures crossing the
hall.
Overnight stays are for people who want to spend more t ime
exploring additional rooms in the building. Visitors have the
flexibility to roam freely w ithout a guide. Guards are available
for questions. Ouija boards and seances are not allowed.
The haunted house is open 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays until after Halloween. Admission is $20 per person for
the haunted house. Parking is $2 per vehicle. The haunted house
is open only on the first floor, including the ground lobby to the
morgue area at the end of the north wing.
This information was found at waverlyhilltbsanitorium.com
and underworldtales.com/waverly.htm. Visit either of these
sites for more information about the haunted house and more
detailed_§~stories about the sanitarium.
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Every week the Colleqe life section provides fun and fruqal trip Ideas. Clip out eac~
week's destination and refer to it when you get in a rut and need to get away or are ltcfr
ing for an exciting adventure.
•
If you know of an Interesting or entertaining event going on within a day's car rid~.
send your Cheap Trip information and aphone number to rebecca.pasklevich@
murraystate.edu.
Also, if you get a chance to go to one of our Cheap Trip destinations, send an e·mail
to the above address to say howit wenl Safe travels!
•

t
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T~aching t~ehniqtus to

RFIAX•REDUCE ANXIEIY•
• REliEVE SIRESS•INCRFASE
•

CONCENTRA110N

; Student Rates (270) 436-5927

•'

MURRAY
CLASSIFIEDS
.
-

Looking for a fe~ good
networl<
marketers
(2 70) 29 3-87 2 6 fdir e p . c om / c h u c kaodmarge
Sp,ring Break 2008. Sell
trips, e"rn cash and so
free. Cal for Group DIScounts. Best Prices Guaranteed! Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun.t AcaDulco, Banamas, ~. Pattre,
Florida.
Information!
Reservations 800-648-484
or www.ststravel.com
r Rent: Gr~at student
Cfltion. 3 bedrooms1
th 450/month ~all 2273331 for more mformation.

e

Ads may be submitted Tn
Wilson Hall room 111 , mailed
to Classifieds, do The Murray
State News, 2609 University
Station, Murray, KY 42071,
or e-mailed to
thenews®murraystate.edu
For more information

call 809-4478.

10¢
PER WORD!
111 Wilson Hall • 762-4491
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Create and solve rour
Sudoku PUZZles for FREE.
Play more Sudolcu and wrn prizes at:

PRJZESUDOKU.co~
Tile Sudoku Source at "ThB Murray S•ale News·
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Visit

s
Monday to find the solutions
to these Sudoku puzzles.
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